
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 17th November 2023                                                                                               Edition 10 

Key Dates

 

Friday 24th November 

 INSET Day – School Closed  

  

Monday 27th November 

 INSET Day – School Closed  

Friday 1st December 

 W1SPA Dress Down Day 

 Year 2 Class Assembly  
 

W1SPA News 

 
W1SPA Events next week and beyond  

Christmas Fair Raffle Ticket Time!!  
Please have a look in book bags, because raffle tickets will go home with children today! 
See the attached poster for details of our fabulous prizes! 

Each child will get £10 worth of tickets (capped at £20 per family but just ask the office if you would like more!) 
Feel free to sell to Family! And Friends! And Neighbours!    
Please return the money and stubs to the W1SPA Box in office (along with any unsold tickets) by drop off FRi 8th 
Dec. 
  
In preparation for our Christmas Fair – please have a look at the donation schedule below for stalls and tombolas!  
  

W/c 20th Nov Toys & Teddies 

W/c 27th Nov Bottles (with Dress Down Friday on 1st Dec) 

W/c 4th Dec Xmas Jumpers and Cakes 

  
Friday 1st December - Elfridges (Secret Present Room) –  a chance for the children to get presents for loved ones.  
BOOK NOW - www.pta-events.co.uk/w1spa 
  
Friday 8th December - Christmas Fair, after school until 6pm - Food & Drink, Games & stalls, Stories with Santa! 
BOOKING & VOLUNTEER NOW  https://www.pta-events.co.uk/w1spa/ 
 
Saturday 9th December - Santa Sleigh with Berkhamsted Rotary, 4 to 8pm  - Volunteers needed to support this 
magical event that raises funds for Westfield. 
VOLUNTEER NOW  https://www.pta-events.co.uk/w1spa/ 

  
  
  

Get in touch! Join our Facebook Group www.facebook.com/groups/wispawestfield  or follow us on 
Instagram www.instagram.com/wispa_pta_group  for all the latest. 
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The Big Ambition – Have Your Say! 

The Children’s Commissioner for England, Dame Rachel de Souza, has launched The 
Big Ambition, a national survey of children and young people across England. 

 

The Big Ambition aims to hear from children across England on what they think is important! In the lead up to the 
next General Election, the Children’s Commissioner wants to take children’s thoughts, opinions and ideas to 
decision-makers, to make sure that the Government hears young people’s voices on what they think needs to be 
done to make children’s lives better in England. 

The Big Ambition survey will be open until Friday 15th December. 

The Big Ambition is open to children and young people in England aged 0-18 years old. The survey takes around 10 
minutes to complete and can be completed on mobile phones, tablets, laptops and computers. 

The survey asks for information about the person responding, the child’s age, and what school they attend. There 
is also an option to complete an easy-read version with larger text. The questions are slightly different depending 
on the age of the child answering, but, everyone is asked what they think the Government should do to make 
children’s lives better. 

The survey can be completed here: www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigambition  
  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A message from Miss Leach 
This week we have been “Cool to be Kind”, which is Westfield’s 

version of Anti-Bullying week. Research shows that if we talk about 

the behaviour that we want to see, we will get better outcomes. 

Thank you for continuing to support us with positive language and 

having positive conversations with your children, we have started to 

see a difference in the way children are responding to situations 

around school. Questions like “what’s gone well today” are really 

helpful. 

 
Alongside this, we’ve launched a new playground initiative called 

“positive paperchains” which all classes are involved in. Positive 

playground behaviour is rewarded instantly with a visual link to go 

on the chain for the class, and then the school chain - look out for it 

when you are next in school! 

 
Thank you for continuing to support Westfield! 

http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigambition


Attendance – Every day at school counts! 

 

 

 
Our target is 95%. Being in school each day, if well, gives your child the best chance of learning and making good 
progress both educationally and socially.  Please support the school by ensuring that your child attends school 

regularly and arrives ready to learn and on time. Thank you  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Attendance & Number of Late Arrivals:  6th – 10th November 2023 

Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

96.88% 96.07% 96.07% 87.78% 89.66% 91.67% 94.37% 

2 15 2 6 5 6 6 

Punctuality Reminders 

 
Thank you to everyone who arrives on time every day at school.  
 
Unfortunately, we have a growing number of families arriving late at school. We appreciate 'one-offs' and 
exceptional circumstances do mean that occasionally children may be late into school. However, we have a 
growing number of children who are persistently late, meaning vital learning is being missed by some children.  
 
Being late affects children negatively both socially and academically. It is really important that children arrive on 
time. It also means that both office and teaching staff time is taken up with ensuring children who are late get into 
school rather than focussing on their work, which staff should be at this time. 
 
School gates close at 8:50am every morning. Please ensure that your child is in school by this time every day. Being 
on time creates positive, life long habits which are vitally important for children to develop. 
 
Please can we also remind you that if your child is absent for any reason, you MUST telephone or email the 
school office before 9am on each day of absence detailing the reason.   
 
If you are struggling with any aspect of attendance or punctuality, please do reach out to us. There are many ways 
that we can work together to improve the situation. Thank you for your ongoing support. 
 
 
 
 

 

Primary Admissions – Applying for a Reception Place for September 2024 

For children born between 1st September 2019 – 31st August 2020, you can now apply for your child to start 
Reception in September 2024. An “Under 11s leaflet” from Herts County Council, giving details of how to apply will 
have been sent to all families of Nursery age children in Hertfordshire.   

Parents/carers can apply online at: www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions and the deadline date for applications is 
15th January 2024.   

We are also delighted to be able to offer tours of our school throughout November and early January which can be 
booked by contacting the school office.  

Wellbeing and Parenting Information 

FACE Family Advice Understanding Anger  
A 2-hour online talk for parents on 20th November 2023 at 6:30pm explaining what anger is, why we have it and 
how to manage it. To book online, please visit: www.facefamilyadvice.co.uk 

Dr Kathy Weston Newsletter  
Dr Kathy Weston’s Newsletter this week ‘Making a Noise’ looks at behaviour and the importance of being kind to 
others as part of the focus of Anti-Bullying week: 

Wednesday Wisdom | Making a Noise | Tooled Up Education 

Family Lives Courses for Parents of Neurodiverse children  
Family Lives are running some online courses for parents of neurodiverse children who are living together or apart. 
The courses are specifically tailored to help parents who are experiencing conflicts and challenges due to the 
neurodiversity of their child. For more information, please see the flyers below or visit: www.familylives.org.uk  

 

http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.facefamilyadvice.co.uk/
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/wednesday-wisdom/making-a-noise
http://www.familylives.org.uk/


Local Events and Information  

Open Door’s Community Christmas Pop Up Shop  
Open Door is launching its very first Community Christmas pop-up shop on Monday 27 th November, which will be 
open until the New Year.  

Their café space will host a marketplace of locally sourced goods so that visitors can support local this Christmas 
whilst giving back to the community.  There will also be a special Christmas shopping evening on Wednesday 29th 
November 6:30-8:30pm to which everyone is welcome.   

The shop is hosted in Open Door's café where visitors can also stop for a bite to eat and a drink, in exchange for a 
donation which helps fund Open Door's running costs. The community café offers a warm welcome to all and 
during December will be decorated with festive decorations handmade by volunteers, which customers can enjoy 
whilst enjoying a toastie or perhaps a homemade cake or mince pie.  

Alongside Open Door's usual offering of wellbeing and creative activities & classes, in December they are hosting 
three Christmas lunches for those who may need connection or community Tuesdays 5th, 12th & 
19th December find out more and book at www.opendoorberkhamsted.co.uk/community-food. Also a reminder 
that the Community Pantry out the front of the building stores essentials for those in need to help themselves to, 
and the Community Fridge is open Tuesdays 10-12noon every week (apart from 26th Dec & 2nd Jan) to help fight 
food waste in Berkhamsted, whilst keeping people fed! 

Hemel Hempstead Christmas Light Switch On – Saturday 18th November 
There will be a day of festive fun taking place in Hemel Hempstead Town Centre tomorrow with the Christmas 
lights being switched on and a firework display at 5pm. From 11am, there will be a selection of FREE activities 
including a Giant snow globe, face painting and a Land train plus a selection of Christmas stalls, food and drink, 
fairground rides and the chance to visit Santa’s Grotto.  

Christmas Tech Camp   
Next Thing Education will be running a Christmas Technology STEM Camp at 
BERKHAMSTED PREP SCHOOL, HP4 3BG on 18th- 22nd December and 2nd – 5th January  

They have put together an action-packed Activity Schedule which will include: 

 ROCKING ROBOTS - Build, program and debug...bring robots to life with holiday cheer. 

 CHRISTMAS INVENTIONS (ELF LAB) - Create holiday-themed electronic wonders 

 3D FESTIVE CREATIONS - Unlock your inner Tech Artist and craft stunning Christmas decorations with the 
magic of 3D pens.  

 RUDOLF & SANTA CRACKERS - Design charming Christmas crackers that add joy to holiday gatherings. 
FESTIVE FILM MAKERS - Aspiring directors and actors will learn all about the art of film-making  

 VIRTUAL REALITY - With the magic of VR, you can explore breath-taking virtual worlds and design your 
own adventures 

 LIGHT-UP CIRCUIT CARDS - Become a card-making maestro!  

 MAGICAL MINECRAFT -As a Minecraft engineer, you can build incredible structures, create ingenious 
Redstone contraptions, and bring your wildest dreams to life. 

For more information check out their flyer attached or visit their website below  
Their camps cater to ages 5-12.  Spaces are limited, so don’t miss out and book online 
at:  https://www.nextthing.education/product/berkhamsted-prep-school-christmas-camp/ 

Berkhamsted Guide Market 
Girlguiding Berkhamsted District are holding a Christmas Market on Saturday 18 November, 10am-12pm at 
Berkhamsted Town Hall.  There will be fun games, tombolas, kids crafts, cakes, refreshments and much 
more!  Free entry; please bring cash for the stalls. 
 

Letters/Flyers/Information sent home this week 

 Reception – Christmas Sing Along 

 Flu Catch Up Clinic 

Copies of all letters sent home can be found in the letter rack outside the office and can also be accessed from 
our website within the ‘Letters Home’ page 

 

http://www.opendoorberkhamsted.co.uk/community-food
https://www.nextthing.education/product/berkhamsted-prep-school-christmas-camp/
http://westfieldprimary.herts.sch.uk/news-dates/letters-home/
http://westfieldprimary.herts.sch.uk/news-dates/letters-home/


 

  



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


