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Key Dates
Monday 26th September
 European Day of Languages – see information below
Wednesday 28th September
 Tempest Photography – Individual Photographs
Friday 30th September
 MacMillan Coffee Morning – see information below

NB. No Celebration Assembly on Friday 30th September
Home Learning

European Day of Languages – Monday 26th September

ACTION REQUIRED

Monday 26th September is European Day of Languages. At Westfield we teach our KS2 children French and so we will
be celebrating France. To mark this day, we invite the children to wear the colours of the French flag; red, white and
blue. This could be school uniform if you do not have any other blue or white clothes. In addition to this, the children
will be taking part in French cultural lessons throughout the day. Your class teacher may contact you with a request
for a small donation to cover the cost of their chosen activity, e.g. cooking. As always, many thanks for your support.

MacMillan Coffee Morning

ACTION REQUIRED

On Friday 30th September, we will be helping to raise money for MacMillan Nurses and we are inviting all children to
bring in their own individual cake to enjoy with a suggested donation of 50p to the charity. Cakes are to be brought
into school in a plastic container with your child’s name clearly labelled. Please can we also remind you that we are a
nut free school so please check that the cake provided does not contain any type of nut or icing/spread containing
nuts (e.g. Nutella / peanut butter).
We will also be holding a Coffee Morning for parents and carers so please come along after drop off to enjoy a
coffee, a chat and a delicious slice of cake! If you are able to bake or buy some cakes for us to sell at our coffee
morning it would be greatly appreciated too and it will help us to raise lots of money for this wonderful charity.
Donations can be handed into the school office on Thursday 29th September. Thank you.

Arbor Parent Portal and App

ACTION REQUIRED

Thank you to everyone that has logged into and is using our new Arbor Parent Portal and App. If you haven't logged
in to it yet, please can you do this ASAP as all communications are now being sent through Arbor.
We would also recommend that you enable Push Notifications for the App to ensure that you receive a notification
of any new messages, whether you are logged in or not. Please refer to the information enclosed for further
information and guidance. Thank you.

School Meal Payments on Arbor
Arbor provides a live lunch balance which updates every afternoon so you will be able to see an up to date balance
after 2pm each day. Please can we ask that you maintain your child’s lunch balance in credit, or at £0.00 at all times
and all outstanding balances need to be paid before the end of each half term. Payments can be made as often as
you wish or in advance if this is your preferred option. Thank you.

Parent and Carer Experiences on NHS Services Survey
Healthwatch Hertfordshire are supporting the local NHS by hearing from parents and carers about their experiences
of accessing their GP practice on behalf of their child or the young person they care for. They have launched an
online survey: https://bit.ly/ParentsCarersGPAccess
The results of this survey will be fed back to the NHS to improve GP services and to ensure parents and carers can
access their GP practice with greater ease and confidence. The closing date is 3 October.

Parking Complaint
I am unfortunately having to write to you all again about the dangerous and inconsiderate parking around school. I
know pick up and drop off times are difficult and very busy however a small minority of parents are still parking
without any thought for our local residents. We have received a further complaint this week from a local resident
concerned about the safety of our children due to cars parking dangerously on road junctions, across driveways and
on grass verges.
If you do need to drive to drop off or collect your child please park considerately and ensure you are not obstructing
drives, garages or access to roads. We would also urge where possible for parents and carers to park away from the
school and then walk in.
Thank you in advance for your support.

Headlice
Head lice and nits are very common in children and their families. Please can we remind you to check your child’s
hair regularly and treat if eggs or lice are found. A pharmacist can advise you about the treatments available if you're
not sure which is best for you or your child. If we notice live head-lice on a child in school we will call the
parent/carer to collect the child in order to treat at home.
If you would like any more information about the treatment of head lice and nits please visit the NHS website www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits

Coats and Jumpers
Now that the weather is starting to get a little colder, please can we remind you to make sure all children wrap up
warmly and have a coat in school. We do all we can to ensure personal belongings are kept safe and as part of that
we ask that your child’s name is clearly written or labelled on all clothing and belongings. Thank you for supporting
us with this.

Step2Skills Courses
Step2Skills is offering a range of courses this autumn for Hertfordshire residents. The full range can be browsed on
their website at www.step2skills.org.uk
Courses include:
 Family Coding - Online - Starts Friday 23rd Sept - A 4-week course where children and their parent or carer
can spend quality time together, learning about computer coding


Healthy Living on a budge Made Easy – Online – Starts 30th Sept – Learn about the importance of physical
activity in everyday life, the benefits of nutrition in maintaining health; the science of giving and taking notice
and how this affects your mood and outlook. Each week will include a new recipe to try at home.

Are you entitled to Free School Meals?
If you are a parent or carer, and receive any of the benefits listed below, then your child may be eligible for Free
School Meals.









Income Support
Income-based Jobseekers Allowance
Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit
Child Tax Credit (as long as you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and you don't get more
than £16,190 a year)
Working Tax Credit run-on (paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit)
Universal Credit (with annual earned income of no more than £7,400 after tax and not including any benefits
you get).

You can apply for Free School Meals online by visiting: www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals or we can apply
on your behalf by completing a form available from the school office. The process takes less than two minutes and
does not require any of your financial details. There are no difficult forms to fill in and no information about your
income/benefits is ever given to the school.
If your child is eligible for free school meals, the school will receive additional funding for your child/children which
will be used to support them to in a variety of different ways. This funding is known as pupil premium. In addition to
being eligible for free lunches, the funding can also be used to pay for after school clubs, school trips or uniform.
We ask that any parent who thinks they may be eligible checks using the website above, as soon as possible, as pupil
premium funding cannot be backdated.
If you require any help with applying or you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the school office.

Dr Kathy Weston Newsletter
This week's edition of the Dr Kathy Weston Wednesday Wisdom is now available and this week reminds us of the
importance of looking after our own wellbeing as parental stress and anxiety can negatively affect not just us, but
our children too, in multiple ways. https://www.tooledupeducation.com/wisdom/take-ten/
Previous articles are also available via the tooled up website: https://www.tooledupeducation.com/tooledup/wednesday-wisdom/

W1SPA News

NEW W1SPA EVENT

W1SPA QUIZ NIGHT
Hello and welcome to W1SPA, we are still looking for lots of people to get involved and we are going to run a quiz
night for our first event. We hope that this will be a good opportunity to meet each other and have some fun, whilst
raising much needed funds for the school.
Date Friday 14th October 7.30pm
Venue Westfield School
Cost £5
This is a very relaxed evening; you don’t have to be a quizzer anyone can win. Bring your own drinks, but there will
be a bar available, with some snacks and nibbles for sale.
Purchase tickets (from Monday 26th) through the W1SPA portal. If you haven’t used this before you will need to
open an account, but all our events are run through this online system.
www.pta-events.co.uk/w1spa
wispawestfield@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/groups/689676841124932/

Local Events and Information
Please find below details of local events, activities and information for:
October Half Term Technology Camp – Tech camp is running on 24th –
28th October 2022 at Swing Gate School, HP4 2LJ from 9 am to 4 pm each day.
This October, join Tech Camp for a spooktacular tech experience, with lots of
exciting Halloween Themed activities from creepy coding, and revolting
robotics, to mysterious Minecraft coding. Offer: Get £5 off using the code
OCTOBER22. Camps are for ages 5-11 (years 1- 6) only. For more information or
to enrol, please visit: www.nextthing.education

Everyone Active October Half Term Swimming Courses – Everyone Active are running
swimming crash courses from Monday 24th to Thursday 28th October. Courses are available
to everyone from complete beginners to those looking to develop their swimming skills. For
further information please call 01442 507100 or call into Everyone Active and ask at
reception.

Storm Basketball – Storm are back in action on Saturday 24th September at 7pm vs
Charnwood. Tickets available online at www.stormbasketball.net or on the night.

Raring2Go! Autumn Magazine – The Autumn edition of Raring2Go magazine is now available and is packed full of
ideas to keep everyone busy during the Autumn months, whatever the weather. To view the magazine, please go to:
https://magazines.raring2go.co.uk/hemelhempstead/autumn2022/

Letters/Flyers/Information sent home this week




Letter from Mrs Stace
Letter from Governing Board
Year 3 Celtic Harmony

Copies of all letters sent home can be found in the letter rack outside the office and can also be accessed from our website
within the ‘Letters Home’ page

